Where did the word Ozark come from?   

The origin of the word Ozark is French and comes to us from the early French explorers who first navigated and mapped the mighty Arkansas River in the late 1600's and early 1700's. The French cartographers did their job well and mapped the river bends as they traveled upriver for several hundred miles.  They named the northern most bend in the Arkansas River as the Aux Arcs which easily translates as the 'to the top arc' - the northern-most bend in the great river. The phrase Aux Arcs was spoken by non-French peoples in a manner that eventually sounded as 'Ozark.'  (In the French pronunciation, the 's' in 'arcs' is silent.)  This most northerly point was used by many early pioneers as a jumping off point from the Arkansas River to explore the vast set of ridges, rivers and mountains to the north of that 'top' bend ... and these mountainous lands were eventually referred to as 'The Ozarks.' 
What is the most notable historic event in Wright County?

The Civil War battle of Hartville occurred January 9-11, 1863.  Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke led a Confederate raid into Missouri in early January 1863. This movement was two-pronged. Colonel Joseph C. Porter led one column, comprising his Missouri Cavalry Brigade, out of Pocahontas, Arkansas, to assault Union posts around Hartville, Missouri.   When he neared Hartville, on January 9, he sent a detachment forward to reconnoiter. It succeeded in capturing the small garrison and occupying the town. The same day, Porter moved on toward Marshfield.  On the 10th, some of Porter's men raided other Union installations in the area before catching up with Marmaduke's column east of Marshfield. Marmaduke had received reports of Union troops approaching to surround him and prepared for a confrontation. Colonel Samuel Merrill, commander of the approaching Union column, arrived in Hartville, discovered that the garrison had already surrendered and set out after the Confederates.  Marmaduke feared being cut off from his retreat route back to Arkansas so he pushed Merrill's force back to Hartville, where it established a defense line. Here, a four-hour battle ensued in which the Confederates suffered many casualties but compelled the Yankees to retreat.  Although they won the battle, the Confederates were forced to abandon the raid and return to friendly territory. 

Result(s): Confederate victory 

Location: Wright County     Estimated Casualties: 407 total (US 78; CS 329) 
Campaign: Marmaduke's First Expedition into Missouri (1862-63) 

Date(s): January 9-11, 1863 
There is a pavilion in Hartville at the cemetery which commemorates this battle.  It is open to the public year round.  The Wright County Historical Society has offices across the street from the court house in Hartville.  They have on display many artifacts and historical documents, including books for sale.  Contact:  wrightcountyhist@centurytel.net or 417-741-6265.
